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American Water Works Association (AWWA) 

• Between 1996 and 2012, water and wastewater 
charges for residential customers have increased by 
4.90% and 5.19%, annually 

– 2010 to 2012 annual increases were 6.63% and 7.24%, 
respectively 

• 52% of water utilities surveyed use an increasing 
block rate structure 

• Monthly service charge “is much greater for water 
services than wastewater services” 

 

 

 

Water and Wastewater Rate Surveys 
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Water and Sewer Rates are Rising Nationally 
2000 to 2010 – Combined Water & Sewer Increases of 70% to 89% 

 

Source – Environmental Business Council Presentation New England, Inc. – Feb. 12, 2013 

2010 American Water Works Association Water and Wastewater Rate Survey  
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Water and Sewer Rates are Rising Nationally 
2000 to 2010 – Combined Water & Sewer Increases of 90% to 129% 

 

Source – Environmental Business Council Presentation New England, Inc. – Feb. 12, 2013 

2010 American Water Works Association Water and Wastewater Rate Survey  
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Water and Sewer Rates are Rising Nationally 
2000 to 2010 – Combined Water & Sewer Increases of 130% to 233% 

 

Source – Environmental Business Council Presentation New England, Inc. – Feb. 12, 2013 

2010 American Water Works Association Water and Wastewater Rate Survey  
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Circle of Blue’s 2014 Water Pricing Survey 

  

 

San Antonio Rates Remain Very Competitive 
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Circle of Blue Water & Wastewater Articles 

• Price of Water 2014:  Up 6% in 30 Major U.S. Cities; 33% 
Rise Since 2010 

• “What we’re seeing now, for the foreseeable future, is that 
the annual increase in revenue will exceed the Consumer 
Price Index by double on average” 
 

• Grades assigned to America’s water infrastructure by the 
American Society of Civil Engineers 
– Drinking Water:  D 
– Wastewater:  D 

• “For better or worse, the problem is money.  The low 
grades are a result of delayed maintenance and 
underinvestment” 
 
 

May 2014 & March 2013 
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• Combined U.S. Water & 
Sewer rates for the 50 
largest U.S. cities 
increased 98% from 
2001 to 2013 
– “In most regions the 

actual dollar impact on 
consumers tends to be 
slightly less as a result of 
ongoing reductions in 
water consumption” 

Black & Veatch 2012/2013 Rate Survey 
50 Largest Cities Water/Wastewater Rate Survey 
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• “… the increase 
in the average 
water and sewer 
bill since 2001 is 
significantly less 
than the 
increases seen in 
the typical 
bundled cable, 
mobile phone, 
and energy bills.” 

Trends in Average Monthly Utility Bills 
Black & Veatch Water/Wastewater Rate Survey 2012/2013 
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