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CITIZENS ADVISORY PANEL 

June 21, 2016 

Meeting Minutes 

 

Attended Excused Absent 

Marcy Andrade   

Christopher Ashcraft   

 Evelyn Brown  

Rachel Cywinski   

Roxane Faz   

Michael Ferguson   

Yongli Gao   

Javier Garcia   

 Ayda Gonzalez  

Sonia Imperial   

Olga Garza Kauffman   

Kay Kutchins   

Briana Lyssy   

Bianca Maldonado   

Gloria S. Martinez   

Yulanee McKnight   

Eddie Meza   

Brice Moczygemba   

Denise Ojeda   

Robert Sheldon   

Bradley Stroud   

Lisa Tatum   

   

   

   

Guest Staff Staff 
Garland Scott Gavino Ramos  

 Anne Hayden  

 Mario Aguilar  

 Steven Bereyso  

 Steven Siebert  

 Brandon Payne  
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Call to Order: 

 

The meeting was called to order by Vice Chairwoman Andrade at 6:01 p.m. 

 

Approval of Minutes: 

 

Vice Chairwoman Andrade asked if there were any questions, changes, or motions to the May 

minutes.  Vice Chairwoman Andrade requested approval of the minutes.   

Mr. Ferguson motioned to approve the minutes. The motion was seconded by Mr. Sheldon.   

 

Water Resources Report (Steven Siebert): 

The J-17 index well is at 679.1’. The monthly June average is 662.5’, this is 16.6’ feet above the 

historical average.    SAWS customers are in year round water restrictions.  Landscape watering 

with an irrigation system or sprinkler is permitted any day of the week before 11am or after 7pm.  

SAWS has not had its Edwards production permit cutback so far this year due to Edwards 

Aquifer levels above the drought triggers. 

 

ASR storage was 108,384 acre-feet as of June 14th.  SAWS continues to store water at a rate of 

40 MGD. 

 

San Antonio received 2.38 inches of rain month to date through June 20th. This is 0.44” below 

normal month-to-date.  San Antonio’s year to date rainfall is 24.20”.  San Antonio is 9.34” above 

normal.  Rain is in the forecast for Saturday. 

  

2016 Production year-to-date as of June 11th is 95,383 acre-feet.   

 

Garney Construction has gained control of the Vista Ridge project and 

Abengoa now owns a 20 percent share.  Garney is expected to complete financial close around 

September or October.   

 

Refunding of Lake Dunlap and Mid-Cities bonds currently has an interest rate 4.95%.  The New 

interest rate is estimated to be approximately 3.33% with added capital of $2,950,000.  This 

refunding saves SAWS customers approximately $754,000 through 2028.  The added capital 

allows for the purchase of ozone equipment.  There are eight parties in the agreement and the 

City of Cibolo remains sole entity to approve.  The refunding of Wells Ranch Series 2007 bond 

has a current interest rate of 5.04%.  The new interest rate is estimated to be approximately 

3.35%.  This refunding saves SAWS customers approximately $1,752,000 through 2032.  The 

total savings is approximately $2.5 million.  There are eight parties involved in the Agreement.  

All entities have approved. 

 

There is an Affordability Program fair on Saturday June 25th 10am-1pm, in District 2, at the East 

Education Center, 5230 Eisenhauer Rd.  The event is free and is offered by Councilman Alan 

Warrick III and SAWS.  There are currently 19,500 families enrolled in affordability programs. 

 

The next CAP meeting will be Tuesday, August 16, 2016.   
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Comments & Responses: 

Ms. Koffman asked if there was SAWS staff available to attend and give a presentation on the 

Affordability Program.  Mr. Siebert replied he would ask about staff availability if there was 

notice given prior to the date along with information as to where on an agenda the person would 

be. 

 

Mr. Sheldon asked if Mr. Siebert had mentioned Medina Lake.  Mr. Siebert responded that 

SAWS has chosen not to take water from Medina Lake. 

 

Ms. Maldonado asked what was the target area for the door hanger handouts. Mr. Siebert replied 

the target area was Council District 2. 

 

Presentation: Community Outreach Campaign: Mr. Gavino Ramos 
Presentation Provided 

 

Comments & Responses: 

Ms. Cywinski asked how many utilities market for their own promotion.  Mr. Ramos responded 

that CPS Energy promotes and markets themselves.   

 

Ms. Cyswinski asked if this was done in house or through an outside service.  Mr. Ramos replied 

that most of the work was done in house, however there was some work with an external agency. 

 

Mr. Sheldon asked if this campaign was in part to express the value of water.  Mr. Ramos stated, 

yes that the outreach campaign was in part to show the value of water. 

 

Ms. Maldonado asked to disclose how much has been spent.  Mr. Ramos replied slightly over 

$200,000 was spent. 

 

Ms. Cyswinski inquired as to providing water supply to the local military bases. Mr. Ramos 

explained SAWS is expected to be the primary water supply for Camp Bullis by the end of the 

year and a secondary source for Port SA and Lackland. 

 

Ms. Ojeda suggested SAWS should capitalize on being an innovative enterprise for San Antonio.   

 

Presentation: Habitat Conservation Plan: Mr. Steven Bereyso 
Presentation Provided 

 

Comments & Responses: 

Ms. Cywinski asked about restoration and refugia.  Mr. Bereyso explained that there are different 

areas of refugia from institutional refugia on the Comal River to the offsite refugia located at the 

hatchery in San Marcos. 

 

Chairwoman’s Report: 

There was no report for the month of June. 

 

Citizens to be Heard: 

None 
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Next Meeting: 

Tuesday, August 16, 2016  

 

Adjournment:  

With no further business to discuss, the Citizens Advisory Panel Meeting was adjourned at 

7:51pm. 


